INTRODUCTION                             15

enthusiast for any one of the three without becoming uncon-
ventional.*1

We can count the number of Christians and Muslims
in China, but not the Buddhists. The creeds of the former
are definite and exclusive, but Buddhism has affected the whole:
life, art and literature of the people. The ideas of karma or
rebirth and the ethical teaching of Buddhism have entered
the mental make-up of the Chinese. The entry of Semitic-
religions with their insistence on exclusive methods of salva-
tion and finality of dogmas has disturbed somewhat the
peaceful religious life of the Chinese. But the Chinese spirit
has been too much even for them. I asked some of the
Chinese leaders of the Christian Church whether they
believed in the unrepeatable uniqueness and exclusive finality
of the Christian revelation and I gathered from their answers
that while they were taught such doctrines, they were not
inclined to press them in the Chinese atmosphere. The
Chinese temper makes it possible for the believers in different
faiths to meet and learn one another's point of view and grow
in the process. Unless we are able to do it in the great
intellectual centres of the world, there cannot develop that
mutual respect and understanding which is so essential for
the proper grasp of that common humanity and civilization
to which many races and communities have contributed.
Men are divided only by their external forms. Every be-
liever represents the aspiration derived from the presence in
each of the same indwelling God. Speaking about religious
education in Christian Britain, Professor Gilbert Murray

writes:  'To a Rationalist___it is, in the strict sense of the

word, barbaric to indoctrinate all young people with a belief
in an anthropomorphic god, who "makes man in his own
image", and even "begets" a son by a mortal virgin. Such
ideas belong to the childhood of the Mediterranean peoples.
Again, from the moral and political points of view, it is
shocking and monstrous to teach the child that those who-
do not believe these things are either eternally damned, as-

1.   Eliot: Hinduism and Buddhism, Vol. HI (1921), p. 226